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sympathy with blood-and-iron Bismarckisrn, with the
military swagger of the Kaiser's empire, nor with the doctrine
of might so sedulously proclaimed by all prominent
Germans in the thirty years before 1914,
Before starting on his German tour, Lloyd George had
had two lengthy conversations with Count Wolff-Metter-
nich, the German Ambassador to England, at the suggestion
of Sir Edward Grey himself; and at these interviews, the
problem created by Germany's determination to build a
great fleet had been thoroughly discussed* Both conversa-
tions were fully reported by Metternich to his Government,
and in due course the reports were perused by the Kaiser*
The Ambassador, apprised of Lloyd George's impending
visit to Germany, had suggested that it would be an
excellent thing for the Emperor to invite him to be his
guest, since, as he put it, " he is one of the most outstanding
personalities in England, and one who will most probably
be called upon one day to stand at the head of a Liberal
Government *\ But unfortunately the report of the London
conversations had greatly angered the Kaiser and Prince
Billow; and the latter feared that, if his imperial master
were to use in Lloyd George's presence the insulting words
which he had applied to England in his marginal annotations
of Metternich's report, there would be such an explosion
as would ruin any chance which might be left of keeping
the peace between two haughty nations. The invitation,
consequently, was not sent.                   :
From the level of high and acrid politics it is pleasatit to
descend to record two small nutters of personal interest:
pertaining to Lloyd George's 1908 visit to
The first is, that a German barber, with
national efficiency, took such a toll of tfa# .
that the Chancellor was hardly
for many weeks after his return to '